I fully appreciate the honor of being called to read a paper on this occasion. I accepted however, because I have something practical in the line of work which has received my special attention, that, I trust, will save othersfrom experiments in the pursuit of the same facts. I say facts, because following conclusions are the result of scientific investigation. Great care has been taken to leave theory out of that which is recommended for practice, to give a short paper, and to use only terms most familiar to every dentist.
As announced, the subject for consideration is, "Tin, and its combinations with Gold and Amalgam." As may be seen, this includes a large portion of operations for filling teeth. Tin has been used for a long time, and its merits fully recognized. It is soft, easily adapted to the walls of the cavity, is the most compatible with dentine of any of the metals used, is a poor conductor of thermal changes.it oxidizes but slightly, while the oxidation between the filling and walls of the cavity is insoluble, filling the dental tubuli and decalcified dentine, and thus arresting further decay. This constitutes the antiseptic properties claimed for tin. But it fails to meet all the conditions for permanency. It is non-cohesive, and when packed into a cavity in layers it will flake off in like manner. With suitable instruments and varied manipulation that difficulty may, perhaps, be overcome, but this is not within the limits of this paper. 
